s0 when he shows up there on Friday evening, the pool is
clean for him."

He also wanted to be able 1o control his poel and spa
remotely. *11's an hour drive for him our of town 10 get
there,” Discoll said. “He can eall this system on his car
phone and mstruct it to turn the spa on, so that it will be
ready when he gets there”

Another draw was the controller's abillty to prevent the

system [rom freceing. The pwner

. can program the heater to lick in
. automatically at certain tempera-
| I n g n ew tures, sinoe Houston has its share of
chilly nights in the winter, “If there

is'a Teeeue, it nutomatically turns the

system on and rotates the valves [rom spa to pool every 13
minutes 1o keep everything from Ireczing up.” Driscoll suid.

The project cost the customer approximately §63,000 —
nearly u third of that amount going to the decking and
strneworl:. The in-floor cleaner ran abour 58.000, and the
system controller cost abour $2.600, Driscoll said.

Driscall's sverage pool, at $40,000 to 30,000, rends o be
high-end with an emphasis on easy-living lusury. Asa result,
neurly every pool Cabuna sells — roughly 20 to 30 o year —
contains automated systems. _

Mot every builder can aspire to this, Driscoll conceded, Cost
can be a difficult hurdle for a builder to overcame.

“When sumehuody is gomg to buy a smaller pool, some
people can't justify that mveh expense,” hesaid, “They can
only afford the indoor cantroller, and they will go ahead and
clean the pool” themaelves,

But Diriscoll added thar people do get more enjoyment
out of pools and spas that have auromatie cleaning and
controlling svarams.

*Iralk roso many people who do not have thiese leatures,
and they do nor ever use their ool or spa because it i o
much of a hassle, " he said. “IF it%s alresdy dlean and it's o
muarier-of touching o button totum it ang they are going o
utilize whar they purchased more,™
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